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five thousand crowns of arrears, which are his
due. This is a shameful piece of knavery. They
have exacted an oath from him that he will not
carry off any papers that relate to the State.
This is pitiable weakness. For of what validity
is such an oath ? He may afford you some useful,
or rather curious, annotations. In other respects,
the man is nothing, less than nothing. He does
not so much as suspect the elements of his own
trade. His speech is perplexed, his ideas are
confused; in a word, he could only act a great
part in a country where he had neither judges
nor rivals. But he is not, as he is accused of
being, a malicious person. He is a very weak
and a very vain man, and nothing more. He has
acted the part of an executioner, no doubt; but
where is the financier who has not ? Where
would be the justice of demanding the hangman
to be racked because of the tortures he had in-
flicted in pursuance of the sentence which the
judge had pronounced ?

He will predict deficiencies in the revenue,
and in this he will not be wrong; but he perhaps
will not inform you, although it is exceedinglyition that  he would give up twenty-
